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THE PREFACE TO 
rhe faithful Readers, 


1 TH great humilitie, and reve* 

rence (Brethren) and nor with- 

out a warrant of Gods Word, 

ought wee to ſpeake of heaven|!y 

things: and ſpecially intreating 

of the liſe to Ano is a f11« 

gular dilcretion & modeſtic re- 
quired,borhin the teacher, and the hearer: Forthe 

matter is ſo lofrie, and tranſcends fo far the vnder- 

Randing of man, that as a godly Paſtor hath ſaide,lc 

is much more calie to deſcribe and vnderſtand the 

way to heaven and crernall lite, nor to deſcribe the 

place, and life itſelte. 1 herefore, when wee cannot 

viter the digniric of the marter ir ſelfe , which is a. 

bouc our capacitic, we arc forced to ſpeake by ſimi. 
lirudes,and vnder ſhadowes of natural things which 

' we can conceiue,that thereby the things ſupernatu« 

ral, may be better conceived. And thisis no wonder, | 
ſceing the Apoſile ſaith, that hee was taken vpinto 2.Cor.12.4 
Paradiſc,and heard words which cannot be ſpoken, 

which are not poſhblc for man to vtter. Yea, the ve-+ 

ry ſpirit of God ſpeaking of the glory of the Ele in 

the world to come he makes their dwelling place to 

bemade of gold, and of prec1ous ſtones, their mear Fai. 2 5.6, 
£0 be of fatthings,and of twclue manner of truites, A POCa2s 


and their drink robe of cleare ſpringing waters,and 
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of (weet fined Wines, And why ſpeakes he afrer this 
maner?Becauſe we vndciſtand this language,and by 
reaſon of our weaknes and 1gnorance,can mount no 
higher,nor conccuue any farther,,Now then, when 
ſay,that in the world to come, we ſhall be delighted 
with bodily and ſenſual pleaſures: and thar our ſen- 
ſes of ſeing, hearing, ſmelling,taſting,and of feeling, 
ſhall be delighred wich cheir owne objeRts, that are 
proper vnto them: I ſpeake fo, for penuritic of lan- 
guage: For how thal] char ſpirituall matter be other. 
waies expreſſed, ſeing there is nor another language 
for ſpiriruali chings, nor there is for things naturall, 
bur that there is many arrriburios common to them 
both:We ſce,that in the ſcriprures, mention is made 
of the mouth of God, and of the hand of God: when 
norwithſtanding the Lord is a ſpiric , and hath nci-+ 
ther hetdiaddande,gr man hath : but by the one 
13 ſignified his word, and by the other his power, in 

reſerving or puniſhing, Likewiſe,the life 1s called, 
life, afive of theſoulec, as of the body: Death,alſois 


a word common both to the ſoul, & the body: There 


15 no other word for the joy of the ſoule,and the joy 
of the b-dy,bur joy: and the nuriſhment of the ſoul, 


iscalled, Food, aſwell as the nouriſhment of the bo. | 


die. Yer, there 1s no doubr, bur our bodies ſhallariſe 
at the laſt day pertitin all the ſenſes: If then,we haue 


the ſenſes, of neceſlitie they muſt haue their owne = 


objeRs: and conſequently , that deleQation which 
reſulrs of the objets may be perrinenely called,abo 
dily,orſenſuall deleRation : becauſe ir falles vnder 


the ſenſes of the body. Nevertchelefle, neither ſhall 
our bodies and our ſenſcs, nor yet their objeAs be : 


natural{, morrall, or corruptible, as they are inthis 
life- Bur they ſhall be ſpiritual, immortal, and incor- 


ruptible: for as the Apoſtle ſaith:There is a natural | 
body,and there 15 a ſpuituall body: ncither can poor 
| - and | 


TOTHE READER. 


2nd blood inherirthe kingdome ofGod.Tharis,our 
narurall bodies as they are now, while they be made 
newe and incorruptible by the ſpirit of Leſus Chriſt, 
cannot inherite the kingdome of God. Farther,the 
ſubſtance, and forme ot this licle treatiſe, to declare 
it ſhortly, is this: Having laied chis ground, thatthe 
miſcrics of the righteousare many: There is heere » 
upon two queſtions mouecd,the one is, why the Lord 
docthſo hardly intreat his ſervants in this life , nos 
onely in witholding his temporal benefits from the: 
but alſo in ſending them great crobles?To the which 
bipartite queſtion it is anſwered ſevcrally, that hee 
meaſures his gifres according vnto our ſtrength,and 
the pilgrimage which we haueto make,that hischicf 
reward is not temporall, bur everlaſting:and that he 
knowes affliftion to be good for vs, The other que- 
ſion is,why the godly ſuffers pacierly theſe wrongs, 
which they might re{iſt> The anſwere is, that the re= 

verence which they beare to the Lords commande- 

ment, and the hope which they haue of the reward 

promiſed(which is eternal life )is the very cauſc of it, 


| And foraſmuch, as that reward ſeemes to the natus. 


rall man, to be farre of, and the paſſage therevnto, 
to be fearefull and diffici!l: It is therefore ſhewen, 
that neither the reward of the godly isfarre off, nor 
yet death by th& robe much feared. And to remoue 
all doubrings of the reſurretion;lIt 1s prooved by di- 
ucrs ſimilitudes raken from things which we ſce dai. 
ly wrought by God in ora p, a nothing impoſſt« 
ble.This done,ynto ſuch as belecue the reſurreRion 


ofthe bodies, and the everlaſting life , is deſcribed 
 thefelicitic thereof: which is colleRed of the cxcel- 


lencie of the place, of the dignitie ofthe indwellers, 
of the pertetion of the plealures, and of the diutur- 
nitic of the time. The exccllencie of the place isra- 


ken from thefiruation, the fabrick, and the bewrie 


= theree! 
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thereof. from the high tiles rhat are given vnto it in/ 
the Scriprures,and trom the worrhines of the archi- 
tourc, andinhabirants thereof, which is alſo aggre- 
ged by che luely deſcription of a bewrifull rerreſtri- 
all place, and conſideration of the bewtic of the hr- 
mament,the Sunne,the Moonc,and the ſtarres,and 
argumentation fromthe lefle ro the more. The dig- 
nitic of the indwellers is manifeſted by their righte- 
ouſnes , and arc the three perſons of the Trinitic, 
the holy Angels or miniſtting ſpirices, and all che 


Sainres oreleR people of God : which is confirmed 
by the icriprures, Thereafter to exprefic the plea- * 


ſures of the lite ro come,compariſo is made berwixt 
ehem,and the plcafiires of this life, whereby the per. 
feQion of the one, more erident!y appeares, by the 
conli1deration of the other, The pleaſures of this life 


 aredevidedin the pleaſurcs of the body , and the 


pleaſures ofthe minde : The bodilic plealures, are 
leverally deſcribed by giuing an inſtance of the mot 
pleſantobjeRs thar can fall vader the ourward ſen. 
les, And the pleaſures of the minde (which exceeds 
the ſenſuallin greatnes) arc conceived vnder the 
rare gifts ofthe body, and of the ſpirite joined with 
all kinde of honour, and worldly promotion. This 
done, enumeration is made, by an Epilogue, of the 
greateſt pleaſures whichthe wit of mancan deviſe, 
and yer areprovedro be inferior to the joyes ofthe 
life ro come, Bur foraſmuch as ſuch naked aſſerti- 
ons ypon conjeures and appearances withour far 
ther warrant of Gods word, might ſeeme inaurentik, 
and to make no faith : Therefore, the premiſes are 


au:horiſed by divers teſtimonies of the Scripture, * 


wherby the certitude of the Joics of the life ro come 


 1scontirmed. Thcreafter,it is declared how rhcſe e- 
rernall pleaſures ſhall not onely be extended to the, 


foule oi mangbur alſo to the body which ſhall riſe a, 
Os. - gaine 
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TO THE READER, 


(OL II in all the members and ſenſes, and hall 
 dedclighred with the owne objeRs : Burthe chicfe 
objeR ſhall be the Majeſtic of God , conrainingthe 
wperarm ofal things: wherewirh they ſhalbe whol- 
ic replear. So being clorhed withthe plory ,and hl. 
led with the perfeQ1on of the moſt high , the Sonne 
of mans perte&ion,, isrhereby ſummarly colleKed: 
rogether with the maner howe the ele ſhall be ex 
erciſcd in rhe world ro come. aft in order foſlowes, 
the perpetuitie of the time, during the which, this 


| ynſpeakable joy and glory thall endure: The which, 


in reſpeR it ſhall admitno period, bur ſhall be com- 
prchended ynder an infinite eternitie, rhe felicitic 
appeares the more admirablc and grear. Finally, by 
reaſon of the exorbitant affiiRtion of che godly, and 
raging infolencie ofthe enemies: The concltfion 
containes a bricfe praier to our Lord Icſus Chriſt, 
to ſhorten and accelerat his glorious comming,that 
thereby all theſe miſeries may take an end , andthe 
e_ fclicitic hoped for, may bepinne. This brict. 
lie is the fumame, and deduQtion of all : whichif wee 
confider(Brethren) with ſanQifed and well diſpo. 
ſcd hearrs, I think ir may ſerue to our ſingular com- 
fort 1n all ſeaſons, & be asa buckler againſt al temp. 
rations:For in time of proſperitie, we may lift vp our 
mindes and be afjured, rhat there is yet a greatcr 
proſperitie abiding vs , which ſhallendure for cver, 
inthe world ro come. And iy the midſt of troubles, 
we may ſettle our ſelues, and find reliefe here,when 


we remember that our ſorrowes ſhal ſhortly take an | 


end,and that we arc torecciue areward,cven a per 


From glory of body and ſoule, whereof all our ſuf- 


rings cannot be worthie. Herefore, let vs comfort 


our clues in theſe things, and be content with faith. Heb.rr Ys 
. full Abraham, to abide here a while vpon this carth, x9, 


as it a ſtrange ccuntric; evcr looking (as he did Yfor 
aCuic 
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THEPRET ACE. 

aCitic having a foundation, whoſe builder and ma« 
Heb,ro.s 4 keris God: Let vskeepe the profeſſion of our hope 
: withour waycring,, for he is faithfull thar promiſed, 


Let vs hauc gracc , whereby wee may fo ſcrue God 
Heb.r2,28 that we may pleaſe him with reverence and feare: ( 


_ Hib.1o.37 for yera yery little while,and he that ſhall come,wil * 


come,and will not tary. The louc of God,and grace 
of our Lord Ieſus be with you all, Amen. Ar Pol. 
»yars the 8.day of Aprill, 1 594. yeares, 


ef loving Brother of all Chrifts 
dittle Flock, A, H. 
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-OQOF IT HE FE- 
5 LICITIE,OF THE 


Life to come. 


A _IDDG A Fe ſee, that according to 

RS the ſaying of the Pſalmilt; 
2 ( The miſeries are manye, * al; 419 

Fd which righteous men do 

F/CVSSY ſuffer in this lite : As po- 

2/2 yertic,ficknes,ignominic, 

impriſoning,baniſhment, griet of mind, 

and death of the body. And theſe miſe- 

ries they not only ſuffer prnens, as ſcent 

by God(whoſe mightic handno fleſhe 1s 

able to reſiſt) but yoluntarily,they incur 

the miſcries & trobles which they might 

eſchew, & all for profeſsing ofthe name 

O E of Chriſt,and imbracing of his true wor- 

ſhipping and ſervice: which if they wold 

forſake & deny, they might be free from 

the cruel! torment of their bodies, they 

might ſaue their owne liues, enjoy their 

owne goods, and lineartlibertic in their 

owne cuntries, Likewiſe,we ſee that wil- 

| linglic 
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 vengeto God. Nowe then, there reſulrs| 
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linglie they ſuffer wrong, injurie,and re- 
proch, and recetues great ſhame & loſſe#d 
of them whome they might recompence, [ 
and requite with the like offences. Ne-The 
vertheleſſe, they avenge not theiſclues©t* 
although they Giohe bh: remits the re-f 


pla: 


here two queſtions: The one is, why the®'< 
Lord,ſfecing all things are at his gitt and 1: 
diſpoſition, doerh {o hardly intreate his ilc 
ſervants in this life? For all the earth is Þ©! 
the Lords: All beaſts are mine (faith the M2 
Lord)on the hilles & on the mountains: VE 
Gold, ſilver, and riches, hee may giue at PO' 
his pleaſure,and high honaurs; for pro- Bt 
motion comes neither from the Eaſt, 1y 
not from the Weſt, but from abone: To Þ<1 
be ſhort, he gines libertie, and makes the Þ#' 
heart cheertull and glad, he bath power #5 
to conſerue the body in health, and to P!! 
prolong, or abridge the daies of man,as 
ſecemes good in his cies. GC 

The other queſtion is, Why righteous le 
men do yoluntarilie ſuffer and vnderlic 9 
thoſe troubles which they might eafilie 0! 
eſchew;and takes vp patiently rhe repro- VF! 


ches& wrongs, which they might refiſt, It 


_- andacquite? which is athing moſt hard ©2 
of digeltion to fleſhe and blood, andis 


- plaine 


THE LIFE TO COME. 


d re. plaine repugnant to mans owne nature 
loſſe#nd inclination, 

ence. The firſt queſtion contains two parts: 
Ne. The one is, why God giuesnotall kinde 
lues Ot remporall benetits to his ſervants ac- 
e re. cording to their hearts defire?The other 
fulrsÞire is: Why God doth ſo miſcrablic af- 
/ the flict his ſervants in this lite? To the firſt, 
ang is anſwered, That the Lord is a wiſe & 
> hie diſcreet ſtewart, and diſpenſator of his 
h is benefits: and ſeeing he hath created and 
the Made vs, hee knowes our ſtrength and 


3 


Pla.t03-14 


ins: Weaknes, what is molt meere for vs, and Mar.6, 8. 


ear bowe able wee areto beare , and vſc his 
'ro- giftcs and benefites. Therefore wee may 
aſt, Jay this fora ſure ground: That the Lord 
To beſtowes his temporall gifts on his ſer 

the bants, everin{uch meaſure, and in fo far 
ver as he knowes them to be needtul for the 
| to Pilgrimage of this life, and for theireter- 
14S nal ſalvation. Let no man then,that fears 
God,think that the Lord hath beſtowed 

»1s Icſic, or more of his benefits vpon him, 
rlic nor is expedient for the making of his 
4lie Journey, & for his everlaſting ſalvation: 
ro. Which I think ſhould moue every man ro 
iſt, ſettle himſelfe, and to be hartilie well 
rd content with the worldly gittes which 
[is Gol hath given him , whether they be 
1C | much 
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much or litle,in great meſure, or in {tna!th: 
An other realon thereis, why the Lordmc 
giues not theſe worldly gittes to his ſer-anc 
yants, according to their manlie heartsfen 
deſfire;becauſe God rewards not his ownanc 
according to their worthines, but accor-ho! 
ding to his greatnes: Which rewarde,byſen 
the {elfe ſame reaſon, cannot be worldlyma 
nor temporall , but cternall and everla-th: 
ſting, like vnto the giver thereof: ThusWe 
much concerning the diſpoſition of temtie 
porall benefits to the righteous,  @Qat 

I come nowe to the other part of the ON: 
firſt queſtion : Why the Lord not oncliethe 
denics proſperirie to his ſcrvants,in ſuch fio 
meaſure as they would wiſhe: but alſo, Int 
doeth viſit them with great trouble and tle 
atflition in this life? The cauſes are ma- Wit 
ny and divers, wherefore the Lord doth Inc 
atfli& his own ſeryants: Firſt, foraſmuch tie 
as wee haue no permanent dwelling, or Tel 
long reſidence here, he viſits vs with tro The 
ble,to theefteR, that our minde and de- MC 


| lecation be not fixed on earthly things, Fro 


but rather ſhould be lifted vppe, to the Uo 
place where our everlaſting reſidence fell 
ſhould be: which if the Lord did not, the Bre 


nature of man is ſo corrupt, and the va- ig: 


nities ofthe world {o agrecable to him, Vnl 
that * 
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ſna!that without all queſtion, hee would be 
Lordmore carctull,and mindftull of thecarth, 
5 ſer-and carthly things, which are daily pre- 
zartsſent before his eies; nor of the heaven 
ownand of heavenly things which hee ſces 
-cor-hot,and are onely to come, and not pre» 
e,by ſcnr, Secondly, by affliction the heart of 
1dlyman is ſtirred yp to ſerue God,and to be 
erla.tharitable towards his neighbour : : For 
[husWe ſee thar in time of ficknes, of pover- 
tem tie,of ſorrowe, of apparent or imminent 


danger, wee are very devout,and loving® . 


"rtheone to another, and will both cryevnto 
icliethe Lord for help,and will haue compaſ- 
ſuch fron vpon ſuch as are in diſtrefle; which 
ſo, In time of profperitie wee regard bur lit- 
and tle: For when wee haue things flowing 
ma- With vs according to our hearts deſire, 
oth Incontinent,weall in a careleſſe (ecnri- 
uch tie, and becomes colde and flothfull in 

, or religion, and froward one towards ano= 
To. ther, which thing, adverſitie doeth re« 
de- moue and remeid. Thirdly, the Lord by 
gs, Trouble lets vs knowe when weeare caſt 
the downe,howe ynable we are to helpe our 
nce felues: And likewiſe, he lets vs knowe his 
the great mercie, and power inraiſing vs yp 
va- againe :; which makes vsto drawe neere 
im, Fnto him in time of trouble,andto feare 
hat 2 ro 
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 . tO offend, andfall from him, when wee 


Rom.5.3- 


Pſal 39.15 


hauc once apprehended him, and taſted 
of his mercic & loving kindnes. Fourth= 
lie,the ſeed of finne,and of all vice which 
1s naturallic (owen in all our hcarts, is 
ſnibbed and prefied down with trouble: 
Bur 1n time of proſperiticir ever (prings 
vp, and brings forth the fruits of iniqui- 
tie. Fittly, atfliftion brings forth greate 
paticncein vs; for becing experimented 
with the diſcipline and correction of the 


Lord, that experience of his juſtice and 


mercic, and of his woonderfull workes, 
ingenders(as the apoltle (aith)Patience, 
and Paticnce brings forth experience, 
and experience ingenders hope. Laſt of 
all,the ſharpnes of adverſitie which wee 
ſuffer, makes vs both ro know the ſweer- 
nes of proſperiric,and what our Saviour 
Ieſus Chriſt ſuffered tor vs: which ſhould 
inflame vs with an exceeding great loue, 

and thankfulnes towards him. But it is a 
ſmall ching of any trouble , which can 

come to the righteous man;for as David 

ſubjoynes to his ſaying which I cited in 

the beginning, The Lord delivers him 
out of them all: Therefore,lert vs lay this 
for aground infallible : That the Lord 
ſhall cyer ſcad cither an haſtic deliverace 
£9 
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to his ſervants in their trouble, orelſe 
ſhall giue chem ſuch ſtrength and-pati- 
Encero abide the ſame, that they ſhall 
haue as great joye and contentment 1 
time of adverſitie,as others hane in time 
of proſperitie; And when it pleaſeth the 


5 


Lord to glorihe himſelfe by their death, 


they are (urc of the joy and life eternall: 
Take heede to the haſtie deliverance of * 


Hezekiah when he was ſick, to the pati- 4+ 


cence of lob, and rothe long ſufteringof 
Paul, which hee did beare with joyc and 
gladneſle. The other queſtion, why the 


2\King.10. 


righteous ſuffers willinglie the troubles - 


and wrongs, which they might caſilic e- 


{chew, contrary to mans nature and nas 


curall reaſon; ſhall receine this anſwere. 


| This {aith our Saviour Icſus Chriſt ; If a- 


ny man will come after me,let him deny 
himſclte,and take vp his croſle daily,and 


follow me.To deny our (elues,is to quite 


and renounce all thoſe things, which are 
agreeable to our corrupted afteQions; 


 andnot to ſeek and haunt our own plea- 


ſures,our owne profite, our owne praiſe, 
our owne wit,and our owne will: But to 
fer them all aſide, in ſo far as they may 


 behinderful to the true ſervice and wor- 


ſ{hippiug of God, To take yp our crofſe 


Luk, 9. 23. 


daily, 
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daily,is to prepare vs for daily affliion, 


and to vnderlic one trouble after ano- 
ther, for the obedience that wee owe to 
God,and to tollowe the example of our 
Maiſter and Saviour Ileſus Chriſt, inlea- 
ding an boly, pure, and ſinceare life. A- 
gaine he ſaith: Whoſoever ſhall forſake 
houſes,brerthren, cr ſiſters, or father, or 


mother,orwite,or children; or lands for: 
my names fake, hee ſhall receive an hun- 
dreth fold more,and thall inherit everla- 


ſting life. And againe hee ſaith : He thar 
looſeth his life for my ſake, ſhall ſaue ir. 


Now,concerning ſuftering of injury and. 


wrong , thus (ſaith the Lord : Bleſſed are 
they that ſuffer perſecution for righte- 
ouſnes ſake, for theirs is the kingdome 
of heven;whereby iris to be vnderſtood, 
that they that ſuffers for their faults and 
offences, are'not partakers of this bleſ- 
fing, but only ſuch as innocently and pa- 
ticntly ſuffers injury and wrong: Here- 
fore, the Apoſtle Peter ſaith :Let none of! 
you ſuffer asa murtherter, or as a theefe, 
oras anevill doer, or as a buſte body in 
other mens marrers: but if any man ſuf- 
fer as 2 Chriſtian, let him not be aſha- 


med, bur let him glorifie Godin this be-' 


halfc, Againe, our Maiſter faith to his 
| Diſciples; 
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Difciples: Bleſſed are yee when menre- 
viles you, and perſecutes you,and faith al 
manner of evill againſt you tor my ſake 
falily.: Rejoice and be glad, for great is 
your reward in heaven. And againe hee 


| ſaith, Reſiſt nor evill;but whoſoever ſhall 


ſmire thee on the right cheeke, rurne to 


| himtheother alſo: Item,loue your ene- 
| mies, bleſſe chem that curſe you,da good 
| tothem that hate you, & pray tor them 

which hurt you and perſecute you, that 


yec may be the Children of your Father, 
that 1s in heaven: For hee makes the Sun 


toriſe on the evill and on the good, and 


{endsraineon the jult and vnjuſt.. Far- 


17 
Mart, 5, 1t, 


Mat. 5-39, 
44+ 


ther,he ſaich, do good,and lend, looking Lukes.z y 


for nothing again, and your reward hal 
be great, and yee ſhall be the children of 
the moſt high: tor he is kinde to the vn- 


| kinde,and to the evill. Now,of theſe ſay- 


ings, I gather the concluſion of my an- 


-| ſwere: Thar the righteous bears ſuch re- 
| verence and obedience to theſe precepts 
and commandements;and beleues theſe. 


promiſes ſo conſtatly,having a ſure hope 
of the reward which is promiſed : That 


| they deſpiſe the world, and the vanities 
” thereof, forſakes and renounceth their 


houſes, riches, cuntrics, wiues,children, 
triends, 


18 


Rom, 8.18 


THE FELICITIE OF 


friends,and poſſeſsions,and expoſes and 
ofters themſelues willingly to all kinde 
of affliction and trouble, yea,to the very 
death it ſelte: knowing that their reward 
1s prepared tor them, and as the Apoſtle 
Paul faich , that all the rroubles which 
they can ſuffer in this lite, is not worthie 
of that glory which chey thall receiue.. 
Itis here then to be marked, thar the 
righteous recciues not their chiefe res 
ward in this world, butin the worlde to 


come: For the reward promiſed, is ane- 


nerlaſting reward,and 1n this world wee 
ſcethat nothing is everlaſting , bur all 
temporal & momentine.Thisis a ftumb- 
ling block to naturall and worldly men: 
To wit,that the rewarde of the godly (as 
appears to them} is long in comming, & 
that they muſt die the death before they 
-recciue it. But o thou naturall man,thou 
ſpeakes as a man, and what higher can 
duſt and aſhes go nor the earth? neither 


OILS iy 


1s that reward far off,(as thou eſtcemsar | 
to be)neither yetis that deth which ma- | 
keth the ſepcration betwixt the ſoul and | 


the body, much to be feared : For the 
Pa!.;0.10 ME which David preſcribes to the age | 


and lite of man,is onely 70.o0r 80.years, 
which tune being expired,the righreous 


recclues ! 
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receiues their reward promiſed : If that 
reward then, be long dclaied, in reſpe&_ 
of the time which is without end,let thy 
own conſcience bejudge. Neither is this 
reward alwaics continued for the {pace 
foreſaide, but 1s graunted ſooner vnta 
ſome when ir pleaſ(eth the Lord: For wee 
{cethetearme of mans lite 1s vncertaine, 
in reſpe& that ſome are called home in 
their old age, ſome 1n their midage,ſome 
in thcir youth, and ſome in their very in- 
tancie, But heere it may be demaunded, 
why the Lord wil hauc ys firtt to die, and 
atccrtoliue againe, ſecing 1t would ap- 
peare to be more caſic to continue this 
lite for ever, nor to put end ro this lite, 
and then make vs to live againe ? I an- 


| ſyere, that ſinne is the occation why we 


muſt die and depart this lite, before wee 


| ſee the Majeſtic of God , or receiue the 


reward promiſed , which is everlaſting 


tife : Foras the Apoſtle Paul ſaith, the Rom.6.23 


wages of finne 1s death. Bur then thou 
may reply and ſay, that Ieſus Chriſt hath 


| already (uftered tor our finne, and hath 
| overcome death and hell: How is it then 
| that we mult nevertheles vnderly death, 

which is the reward of {inne? I an{were 
' thee, that becauſe Teſus Chriſt hath ſuf- 


z tered 
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| fered for ourſinne, and hath overcome 


death by hisreſurreRion: theretore,hee 


| ſhallraiſevs vp againe from death , and 


gine vs everlaſting life: which otherwiſe. 


we would nor haue gotten, it he had not 
died tor vs, but would haue riſen againe 


to everlaſting death and torment: Here- 


fore, as the Apoſtle ſubjoines to his ſay- 
ing abouc written; bur the gitt of God 
is eternall life through Teſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Notwithſtanding of all this, the 
work of the reſurreQion trom the death, 
ſeemes moſt hard and difficill ro fleſhe 
& blood: But o man, Where is thy faith? 
Seing thou may by very narurall reaſon, 


as it were, comprehend the ſame,it thou 


wold hauereſpe& tothereſtof the won= 


_ derfull workes of God, which thou ſeeſt_ 


daily before thine eics, and would com- 
pare the ſame with the reſurreQion of 
the dead bodies. For what is hee that e+ 


ver would think, that the ſeede which 1s 


ſowen on the ground, & lies rotenthere= 
in, ſhould ever come toperteRion, and 
become good and ripe corne, vnlefle he 
had the yearlie experience of it? What is 


hee thatever would thinke, that thoſe 


hearbes and plants which are withered 


and dead, ſo that nothing remaines bur 
6's | J « acold 
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2 colde rotten roote within the earth, 
ſhouldever reviue and reyert againe,and 
bring forth a perfit ſtalke, a leate, a flou- 
riſh,and ſeed, vnleſle we ſawe it with our 


eies? Or what is he that ſecing the Sunne 


going downe, and the whole carth over= 
whelmed with darknes, that ever would 
think thar the ſunne ſhould riſe and giue 
lighc againe, except he had the daily ex- 
perience of 1t? Who would think that a 
man which 1s fallen in a ſounde ſleepe, 
whoſe ſenſes are deade, without either 
ſight, hearing,ſmelling,or feeling,ſhould 


_ everawake againe, and bea living man, 


vnleſſe wee ſawe itathing cuſtomable, 
and naturall to all men? I ſuppoſe like- 
wiſe, that no man would credite by re- 
port the wonderfull manner of the cone 
ception, and birth of mankind,except ir 
were knowne by experience and proofe, 
Certainly,itis no more hard and difficill 
to the Lord to raiſe the dead bodies out 
of the graue, nor to worke theſe things: 
Neither is deth more to be feared of the 
godly, nor the going to bed to ſleepes 
which is a perfit ſimilirude of death:For 
as man goesto bed in theevening, ſleeps 
all the nighr,and wakens,and riſes vp a- 


- gaineinthe morning: So doth the body, 


3 in 
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invery deede, fleepe and repoſe in the 
graue,overſhadowed with night & dark- 
YThell 4, N53 bur in the morning when Chriſt le- 
:6, {us ſhall appeare in the cloudes, the bo- 
r.Cor.1r5. dy ſhal riſe againe at the blaſt of the trit= 
52, per,and (hall enjoy the perfit light of the 
day : during the which ſpace man ſhall 
nor think lone, for whar langor can the 
body have which 1s a ſleepe? "And asto 
the ſoule it can have far lefle, which du- 
ring the ſaid ſpace is joyned with Chriſt 
Te ſus: In ſuch fort,thar the ſpace betwixt 
the ſeparation of the ſoule trom the bo- 

dy, and the comming of our Lord leſus, 

1s but the length (as it were) of a night. 
But becauſe thou, o worldly man, hath 
not had the experience of the reſurreRi- 
on, like as thou haſt had of the things a- 
boue pecified, which arc no leſle maryc- 

lous,thou can hardly belecue ir, 

But ynto ſuch as conſtantly beleenes 


verlaſting life, I will briefly declare (by 
the grace of God) the joy& and felicitic 
thereof, in ſo far as the Lord bath revea- 
led the ſameto vs by his word, &as the 
weak wit ofman is able to conceiue. In 
the firſt, the Apoſtle Paule teſtifies, that 
the cic hath not Reſoone, the eare hath not 
heard, 
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aeard, neither hath itentered inthe hart ;,Cara.s, 


of man, the joye and glory of the lite ro 


:ome : which thing God hath prepared 
tor all them that loue him, Theretore,ler' 


man imagine, and deſcrive what hee liſt, 


| he thall never be able to artaine vntoir, 
. forit 1s aboue his vnderſtanding, Never- 


tielefle, I colle the glory and telicitic 
of that life ro come, to be extreame great 
and excellent,in reſpec of thele four cir- 
cumitances: Firſt in conſideration of the 
fituation, fabrick, & bewtie of the dwel- 
ling place. Secondly, in reſpect of the 
company and fellow(hip of them which 
we ſhall injoye .Thirdly,in conſideration 
of the pleaſures, and deleRation which 
we ſhall haue there. And laſt, in reſpe& 
of the time and ſpace which the dwel- 
ling,company,and pleaſures ſhal indure. 


eA Deſcription of the celeftiall 
dwellmg place, a0 


A S to the Name and Deſcription of 
A the dwelling place : Iris called by 
the ſpirite of God, the Heaven, an holy 
mountaine,a high place,a great and — 
25 n c 
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Apot.2r% lie citie, holy and newe Icruſalem, a ce- 
leſtiall and glorious Kingdome, the Ta- 
Plalt's. bernacle and dwelling place of the Lord. 


"Theſe are high ſhiles: Whereby wee may 


Iſai.57.5. 5; : | 
ni high, aboue the circle of the Sunne, and 


circumference of the ſtarrie firmamentr: 

T dwell in the high, and holy place(ſaith 
_ Pfar48.1. the Lord) and the Pſalmiſt ſaith : Praiſe 

yee him 1n the high places. The fabrick 


deritood to be moſt exquiſir-For feing it 
1s the dwelling place of the Lord, which 
1s moſt perfitez yea, which is very perte- 
&ionit ſclfe; no queſtion bur his taber- 
; nacle, & dwelling place is accomplithed 
with al perfeRions. Therefore, the Evan- 
liſt Tohn , whome our Saviour Ileſus 
Chriſt loved, being about the deſcripci- 
on of that great Citie, holy Ieruſalem; ro 
expreſle the fabrick, bewty,and perte&i- 
on thereof,according to the capacitie of 
man,and as 1t was reyealed vnto him by 
the ſpirir of God: he ſaith, That the Ci- 
tic is of pare gold, like vnto cleare glaſſe, 
thatir is foar ſquare,and is twelue thou- 
ſand furlongs, or fifrene handreth miles 
_ of length, aſmuch of bredth,and aſmuch 
of height © Hee makes it to haue twelne 
% > gates, 


Rey.21.0. 


gather, thar the {uation thereot is on 


and bewtiethereof, may be likewiſe vn-' 
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| gares, and every gate to beof a pretious 
| Pearle; and hee makes the ſtreers of the 
; cirieto be of pure gold, as ſhining glaflc; 
| Thewallot the which cirie, he makes to 
' | bea hundreth' fourtie and foure cubits 


of height, and faith that itis made of a 


pretious Iaſper ſtone: Suchlike,that the 
foundations of the wall of the Citie, are 


garniſhed with all manner of pretious 


| ſtones;and there he numbers our twelue 


foundations ,garnithed & ſet with twelue 


| divers forts of moſt pretiouy ſtones : In 


ſuch ſort that he ſaith, the ſhining of the 
Cities like vnto a ſtone molt Ppretious, 

even as a Iaſper ſtone (which is alwaies 
greene and flouriſhing) cleare as Criſtal. 

This is ſpoken according to the capaci- 
tie of the weak witoft man : But becauſe 
the ſenſe isallegorick, and is rather re- 


| ferred vnto the Church of Chriſt, and 
number of the ele&, nor vnto the place 


it ſclfe , I will nor inſiſt farther therein: 


| Alwaies to declare the extreame light, 


and bewtie thereof, he ſaith, that the Ci- * 
tie hath noneede of the Sunne, nor the 
Moone to ſhine in it; tor the Glory of- 
God doth make it light, and the Lambe 
of GodIeſus Chritt is the light thereof, 


and there ſhall be no night there, 
; But 
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\But foraſmuch as the bewtic and ex-. 


cellencic of that place,ſhal be molt lively 
fer down before oureies, by making com 
pariſon of the ſame with bewritul places 
here vponearth, which we may (ce with 
our ctes,and conceiue by our vnderitan- 
dino: Let vs enter in the conſideration 
& deſcription of a dewritul place, which 
may be deviſed here ypon Earth : For it 
there appeare any ſingularitie or mag» 
niftcence 1n theone,tr may be calily con 
ſidered thatthe other is much more ſin- 
gular and magnihick, 

 preſuppole, thar there 15 a faire Pals 
lace (ituaron a pleaſant greene held, on 
the head of a devalling banke, w hich is 
deviſed by moſt skiltul Architecors and 
15 builded by molt pertite and cunning 
arrificers in Geometrie,in the Mecaniks 
and in all kinde of handicrafts : hauing 
at their will all kinde of fine materialls, 
- requiſite for building : as Marble, Por- 
phyre,Alabaſter, timber,yron, bralle, I- 
yore, leade,glaſſe, gold, and azor. The 
which place 1s garnithed within withall 
kind of pretious movables & pleniſhing, 
Art the foot of the devalling bank, there 
is plaine,greene, and ferrill haughs, and 
2 ge portatiue Riyer runnung ay Lrepis 
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niſhed with divers kindes of fiſhes: and 
not far from the Pallace, there is a faire 
Forreſt, wherein 1s grear ſtore of Harte, 
Hynde, Roe, and ot fallow Dear, and of 
al other ſorts of tour foored bealts, & of 
touls which are either pleſant ro behold, 


or profitable for the vie of man: There is 


ſtore of faire Cedar, Firre, oak, and of 
pynerrees, And neer vnto the Palace are 
planted faire and pleaſant Gardens, di- 
{{inguiſhed with vallics, and caſten with 
knots, and laberinths, of all ſortes of 0- 
doriferant and avorie towers: Wherein 


there is alſo clcare ponds, repleniſhed 


with divers {orts of rarc and delicate Fi- 


- * ol 


ſhes: Volories prepared for pleaſant and. 


well ſinging birds;& medalls of ſattyres, 
and of all kind of creeping things. There 
is 2boundance of Oliues, Oranges ,abri- 
cois, and all kinde of fruite trees, which 
brings forth their delicius fruirsin their 
owneſcaſons:andinthe Sommer ſcaſon, 

while the weather is temperar & calme, 

and the bright Sun-ſhining in the cleare 
firmament, "whichto behold,the birds & 
the fowles makes aloud noyce, and na- 
eurall melodic among the greene trees; 


who would not think but this place were 


pleaſant and delectable to dwellin? Bur 


it 
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if wee think that there is any bewtie or 
excellencie mto this place, which may be 
deviſed by the wit ot man : There 1s no 
donbr but that place where the Majeſtie 
of God doth remaine and dwel, is much 
more bewtifull and excellent: Conlidde- 
ring,that he is the chief ArchiteRor and 
artihcer of all others, and hath both cre- 
Ex0.3!. :tcdall the world , and hath giuen the* 
ſpirit, and cunning ynto all craftiſmen. 
Morover if this place may betmagined 
and deviſed, and appears dele&able and 
leaſant here vpon earth, which is not a 
place of pleaſure bar a little point, and 
centre ſituate in the mid{t of that ample 
circumference of the heaven, a vaill of 
miſerie, wherein we are baniſhed as {tran 
gers,to ſuffer paine,& to make our peni- 
rence for a time, for our fins: How much 
more, ſhal the tabernacle of the almigh=- 
tie Lord be deleRable & pleaſant, w hich 


the lord hath placed his glorious throne 
where his holy Angels doth remain, and 
which he hath promiſedas a moſt fingu- 
Jar reward to his Ele& and choſen Chil- 


bring the glory of Kings of the earth, & 
the glory of the Gentiles or Nations? 
Fatthcr- 


4 


1s the place of perfit felicitie, where both. 


dren; where hee hath alſo promiſed to | 


by, pros bay yp os ff if Fin # 3£A two #., ov -©m avs od AA . 


_— IS 


hy, a, o$ 4A. © 


Spy A 


2 Or 
be 
no 
[tie 


ich 


THE LIFE TO COME, 


| Farthermore, the bewtic of the Sunne, 
| Moone, ſtarres, and of the firmament is 
| very ſingular , and pleaſant to beholde: 


The Sun is ſoextreame bright that with 


| great difficultie :the eies of man are able 
| tolooke vpon it, and it giues light to all 
| theworld: The Moone at her full is of 
| great bewtie & whitenes, andis app 
| ted ro governe the night: The gliſtering 
' ſtarresannumerable for multitude,twin- 
'. kelsin the firmament, like vnto cleare 
' diamonds;The skies being purihed from 
| theclouds,are blewe.like vnto a Saphyre 
 ſtone,and are cleare as the Criſtal, which 


O010- 


wee (ce at ſometime partie colloured, c- 


| ven damasked(as it were)with thinne & 
| whiteclouds:and at the going downe of 
: the Sunne, we ſee the weſt oftimes over- 
| fret,and painted with rednes, more ple- 
' ſantand bewriful ro behold,nor the Ru- 
| bieorthe precious Charbukle.Notwith- 


ſtanding of all this, the bewtie of our he- 
venly dwelling place (hal be much more 


excellent, which may be proved by theſe 


tworeaſons: Our eies ſces, & our vnder- 
ſtanding is able to conceiue their bewtie 
foreſaide;but as tothe excellencie of the 
celeſtial rabernacle,which the Lord hath 
prepared for them that loue him(accor- 


ding 
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leadged)Our witis not able to canceiue 
Itin this lite, The other reaſon 1s this: 
The Prophet Eſay,the Apoſtle Peter,and 


E6.2 


gl 
| Keve. 63 ; ſolved and paſſe away,and that the Lord 


ſhal creata new heaven,and a new earth: 
Which without all queſtion {hal be more 
bewrifull and excellent nor the heavens, 
and the earth that are nowe: For other- 
wiſcitisro be preſuppoſed, that the lord 
would not delitroy the more perfite,and 
creat others more vnperht 1n their place 
}  androome. Finally, that dwelling ſhalbe 
| excceding large and ſpatious., for there 
''! ſhal be no ſeparation betwixt the heaven 
and theearth,betwixt the dwelling place 
of the Lord , andthe dwelling place of 
Men, bur conforme to his promiſe, hee 
ſhall dwell with vs ,and wee with him, as 
Citizens of 2 Citie. And thus much con- 
cerning the Deſcription of the dwelling 
place, 


\ eA Decla» 


ding to the teſtimonie of Paul before al. | 


Vai.51.6.8 the Evangeliſt Iohn doth plainly reſtifhe, 
65. A & thatthehcavens and the carth which are | 
nowe,and all that is therein, ſhall be dif- | 
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ſhall inioye inthe World to come, 

S to the Companie which we ſhall 

have in that heavenly habiration, 

itis firſt to be marked, that weefſhall be 
quite of all evil company: For all wicked 

mea ſhall be perpetually banithed trom 

that faire cuntric. Know ye not, ſaith the 
Apoſtle Paul, that the vnrighreous ſhall c 
nor inherite the kingdome of God? Be Ta 
not deceived, Neither Fornicators, nor 
Idolaters , nor adulterers, nor wanton 
perſons,nor buggerers,nor theeues,nor 

the coverous,nor drunkards,norraillers 
norextortioners ſhall inheritethe king- 
dome of God;which is to be vnderſtood, 
except they be waſhen, ſanRifted,and ju- 
ſifted in the name of Ieſus Chritft,and by 

the ſpirit of God, like as the Corinthians 
were, to whome Paul wrote this Epiltle, 
which did repent and amend their lives. 

The ſame is affirmed by Saint Iohnin his gue, 
Revelation, ſaying : the fearfull and vn- 45, 
beleving, and the abhominable, & mur- 

therers, and whoremongers, and ſorce- 
rcrs,and Idolaters,aud all liers ſhal have 


their 
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their part in the lake that burnes with 
fire and brimſtone, which is the ſecond 
death. And again,ſpeaking of that holie 
Cirie,he (artth; There ſhal enter 1nto it no 


yncleane thing, neither whatſoever wor- 


keth abhomination or lies. The compa- 


'nic then which we (hall injoy, ſhall beall 


holy and righteous: Thy people thall be 
all righteous, (ſaith the Lord, ſpeaking 
to his Church)they thal poſlefle the land 
forever. Lord, who ſhall dwell in thy Ta- 
bernacle?faith the Plalnuſt,who (hal reſt 
in thine holy mountaine? He that walks 


yprightlie, and works righteouſnes, and | 


ſpeakes the trueth in his heart. In ſuch 

ort,that wee (hall continuallie converſe 
with the Saints ; that 1s to ſay, with men 
and women which ſerved God in ſpirir, 
and trueth in this life; and that not one- 
lie of the people of our owne cuntrie,or 
of the Iewes,and Iſraclices, which are cal 
led Gods people: Bur alſo of all cuntries 
and nations of the earth, and that of all 


eſtates & degrees. Aſſemble your ſelues, 


and come, (faith the Lord) drawe neere 
togither ye abjeRof the Gentiles: Look 
ynto me, and yee ſhall be ſaved : All the 


ends of the carth ſha! be ſaved: For I am 
God, aud there is nong other : Ihaue 


/ {worne 
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ſworne by my ſclfe,the word 1s gone out 
of my mouth in righteonines, and ſhall 


nor returne: That every knee thall bowe 


vnro me, and every toung ſhal (weare by 
me.And againe,the Lord faith to his Son 
Chriſt Teſus,Ir is a {mall thing that thou 


| ſhouldeſt be my ſervant, to raiſe vp rhe 


tribes of Iacob, and ro reſtore the deſo- 
lations of I{raell:I will alſo giuc thee for 
alight of the Gentiles, that thou mailſt 
be my ſalvation to the end of the world. 
Likewiſe,the Apoſtle Tohn (ſaith, that the 


glory and honour of the Gentiles (that py, 45.26 


15to ſay of all Nations, aſwell as of the 
Iewes) (hall be brought vnto the holie 
Cirie. And this ſhall not onely be of the 


| fairhful of one age, or of them which are 
living nowe, bur of all ages which hath 
bene from the beginning of the worlde, 


and (hal be vnto the conſumarion there- 
of and latter comming of Ieſus Chriſt, 


Wee (hall then frequent the ſocietie and. 


fellowſhip of al the godly Martyrs,which 
conſtanrly hath (uffered for the name of 
Chriſt Teſus in this life: And likewiſe, of 
the Diſciples and Apoſtles of Chriſt Ie- 
ſus, which hath ſounded his Goſpel tho- 
row the whol world: Of the holy Prieſts, 
and true Prophets of the Lord; of the 

C godly 
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godly Kings and Rulers of the Earth, | 
which as the Lords liettcenants did mini | 
ſtrate juſtice and judgment 1n their hues, | 
We (hall haue for our familiar brethren 
and companions our firſt progenitor A= 
dam,Noe,Lot, Abraham, Iſaac & Iacob, 
and the twelne Patriarks, the fonnes of 
Iacob:Likewiſe wee ſhall ſee by tamiliar, 
and contra triendihip & brothcrhood [ 
which never (hall be Jiflolved, with Mo- 
ſes, Aaron, Ioſua, and the inſt judges of | 
Iſraell, wich Samue!l,Elias, and Eliſha, E- 
fay,leremie, Ezechiell, and Daniell, with 
David, Ezechias, and Iofias, with Iohn 
the Baptiſt, Peter, Paul, & loho, whome | 
our Saviour loved: with whome wee (hal 
dwell as brethren and Citizens of a Cit- 
tie. Morcover,/not onely (hall wee be in 
company with faithful men and women, 
but alſo with the whole armie of the ho. 
ly Angels of the Lord , whome hee hath 
appoinred tO preſerae and detend vs in 
this lite: The whole ordour of them (hall 
/rejoyce greitumlie of our comming and 
ſavy ation, and ſhall be continually CON- 
verſant with vs in perpetual ſocictie and 
, friend hip: There thal we enter in fellow -| 
Nhip»g with the Cherubims, Seraphins, 
Thrones ,Domimons,Principalitics, Poe 
wcrs, 
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_ wers, Arch-angels, Angels, and with the 


whole number of che celeitiall Legions: 
Which receiveth thoſe ſtyles, to declare 
their glory,power,& diſtin ofices. Theſe 
ſhal delight ro magnifie & extol the Ma- 
jeltie of the lord rogither with vs,inſati- 
antlic, with vnſpeakable joy & oladnes. 

Bur the chiet company wherein we ſhuld 


' moſt rejoice,is: That we ſhal haue the ful. 


fruition of almightie God the Father, of 


; his Sonne Chriſt Ieſus our Saviour, and 


of the holy Ghoſt, which is the ſpirit of 


_ God: There we hal ſee them face to face 
1 their full majeſtic and glory, which 


nonecan behold, nor apprehend in this 
lite, but by faith only .Thea!mighty God 
hall behold, and bleſſe vs from his high 
and holy throne, as his owne fonnes and 
heires whome hee hath adopted : The 
Lambe Chriſt Icſus hall imbrace & kiſle 
vs,as his brethren & liſters,he ſhall con- 
gratulate our comming, and preſent vs 
taulclefle vnto his Father: And the Com- 
forrer, the ſpirit of tructh, which nowe 


doth ſecreetly aſsilt vs, governe vs, and 


work in our hearts by meaſure: thal then 
be viſiblie,and perſonally ever preſent a- 
mong vs; and really and with effe&t ſhall 
poſlelle both our ſoulcs and bodies, and 

2 replc- 
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un * replenith vs with ful meaſure. Thus much 
ſhall ſuffice to haue {poken of the Com- 

- _ pany which wee ſhall injoye , and with 
| __- whom welhalluein the worldto COME. 
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FI | A Rehearſal of the Pleaſuris which we 
' f | | ſoall mioy in the world to come. 
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ET vs nowecome to the pleaſures, 


1n the life rocome. Like as the Geogra- 

| phor by ſymmetrie.and proportion, de- 
/ ſcribes all the Cuntries of theearth,into 
| the bounds of a litle globe, andis acco- 
ſtomed to write throughout the partes 

E-.- thereof: This is acuntrie,this is a famous 
7» Citie,thisisariver, cheſcare mountains, 


or havening place. Nevertheles, he1sſo 

far diſtant trom the likenes , and perte- 

ion of the things which hee deſcribes, 
n that if it were nora 

_ : phor were tranſported vnawares into a- 

'f uy ſtrange Cuntrie,, hee ſhould neither 

-_.. ._ Mnove rhe cuntrie, the cries, nor what 

way to go berwixt them for all his Geo- 

graphic » WhIiC It Were firſt ſhewen & de- 

clared 


| 
( 


vu 4 whereot we {hal be made participant 


thisisan arme of the lea, & thisisa port - 


Sible that the Geogra- 


CDanaygp pmwmwy ©B Bw oO Q = r=» m-. 


<* pps, fs po bes wed gents Sh hat a ws Pq NR Rﬀ--4_(2a<a_ #4 


clared vnto him: Even ſo, although I be 
as farre diltant,in deſcribing the joies of 
the Life ro come , from the perfection 
thereof,as a thing vnpetrfite is trom thar 
which is perfice ; or the thing finice and 


| bounded, from the thing infinite and 


without bounds:Notwithitanding,lI wil 


point out as the Geographor doeth, a 
certaine {imilitude and hikeneſle thereof 
by comparing the ſame vnto joies carth- 


| lie, andpleaſures which may be deviſed 
/ 1n this life: For it the one appeare nota- 


| 


ble and grear,which is but temporal and 


| imperhit of it ſelf, the other ſhal appeare _ 
farre greater, and ſhall be eaſilie concet- 


; vedtorranſcend it by many degrees, ſce- 


ing it is called by the ſpiritof God, an e= 
ternall and perhit felicitie, and therefore 
lacks nothing that is requiſite to pertes 
Rion. The pleaſures which man canre- 
cciuc in thislife, they are either bodily 
and ſenſual, whereby the outward ſenſes 
are delighted : orelle, they are inwarde 
pleaſures of the mind, whereby the heart 
and ſoule of man is rejoiced: But ſo long 
as the body and the ſoule arc joyned to- 
gither, there isſuch an vnion and con-. 
cord between the, that that thing which 


dclights the one,delights alſo the other; 
2 and 
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And that which is diſpleaſant to the ane, 
is likewiſe diſpleaſant to the other: That 
+ which is deleable tothe bolly and out- 
-  wardſenſes, isdeleQable alſo to the (pi- 
_ rit,and makes the heart to-rejoice: An 

| thar which contents the mind,and rejoi- 
_ ccth the heart, doth likewiſe recreat and 


- pleſurethe body after 2 marvelous ma- | 


ner. To returne then to thoſe pleaſures, 
_. whereby the outwarde ſenſes and body 
are delighted : Is it not extreame plea- 
ſanttotheeics to beholde:the face of a 


Princes Court , and the greataſſemblies | 
of bewtitull and great perſonages, both | 
"of men and women, apparelled with all ' 


 kinde of pretious and coſtly garments, 


— 


andarttyred with riche jewells, togither | 


with all the re! of precious & gliftering [ 


planeſsing , which 1s accuſtomed tobe : 


4h chetouſes of greate Princes, ata ſo- 
temne feaſt;or ar their fhicſtentriean a p0- 
rent and opulent Cittie? Qr to beholde 
_ from the top of an high mountkine, i in 
, The rime'of Sommer,or of Harveſt whit c 
\theavre'iscleare and purified; the noble 
& taire Cities adjacent about, the green 
hilles and dales, the faire woods and fo- 


reſts, the cornes, wines, and fruitsof the | 
' ground, the fell Lockes and rivers,and 
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| the ſapheir firmament, the bright Sunne 
and Moone,and the gliſtering ſtarres ar- 
' Fayed in good order? Or to beholdea 
great armie ot horſemen, and of toote al 
' 1n their cleare armour, well arrayed and 
' marching in battell: To fce their glaun- 
Cing harnes, and armour both invaliue 
| and detenciue,their Plumages,ſtandarts 
and diſplaied handſeignes,togither with 
their couragious bairded Horſes , Ele- 
phants, and Drummodaries? Or to be- 
hold a faire Navie of (hippes, of Gallies, , 
and of Galliaſſes, all vnder ſaill on the 
| ſmooth Sea, with their ſtreamers, flaggs, . 
| aires,and great artillerie? Or to beholde, 
a publick Faire or Mercat place,wherein 
all kinde of bewtiful and pretious wares 
| areexpoſed and laid forth to be {old?To 
' ſcethefaire bords of divers {orts of viue 
and lively porcrators, the faire rapeſtrie 
of filkes,and cloth of golde, all kinde of 
 cullours of fine and well luſtered ſtuffes 
| forapparelling of the body, the cleare 
poliſt veſſell of (ilver and of gold,the fine 
yarniſh2d muſical Inſtruments, with ma- 
ny other proper inventions,and vtenſils 
deviſed and wrought by ſubtill handie 


PE CITES 


| erafts for the vſe and eaſe of man? Theſe 


I ſay, andſuch like ſights, are very plea- 
(x + {apt 
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Fant and deleRable to the cies, and cons 
' iſequently comfortable and recreatiue to 


2 the ſp itir, In ike maner, it were veryde- | 
| 1e&able to theeares, to heare notable' 


and good doctrine out of the mouth of | 
a cunning & eloquent teacher: To heare | 


rehearſed Ic{anr and notable hiſtories, 
; deleQable novelties of rare and ue 


"© things, glad and good tydings, and to 


| 
| 
| 
| 


heare thy ſelte well reported oft, and thy ] 


workes rehearſed and praiſed in thine 
own preſence: To heare the merry inter= 


-Joquutors of facetious Dialogues, pretty |. 


and quicke conceits , and rancounters 
of Comediens, in their comedies, and 


| { 
| 
> 


Nave plaies: To hearthe ſinging and na- | 


tural melodie of the {weer finging birds 
firdoning their notes after their kinde, 
and on divers waies, it the time of ſom- 
' mer, or of ſpring time.: but moitof all, 

 earlie in the morningas the day begins 
to dawne,when al 1 is vnder great 1 lence, 

and every thing quietant artreſt,then to 
heare the pleaſant harmonie of Muſicall 
' Inſtruments cunninglic handeled, as of 
Cornets, or fine Violls: Or to heare the 
' ſweer and delicat voices of cunning fin- 


pers , intettmedled with the melodiovs , | 
| found of Lutes, Cilters, Clairſhoes, or of 


other 


{ 


\ 


' 
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other quier Inſtruments of thar kinde: 
which Leſtceme worthie to be reckoned 
among.the chiefeſt of earthly pleaſures. 


Whar thing can be more. dele&able to 


the taſte & appetice of man, nor to have 
atable at all times richly decked with all 
manner of ſavoury and delicate meates, 
finely prepared?as of far & tender fleſhe, 
rare and delicious ftihes,al kind of truits 
hearbs,ſpices, of drogs wer and dry, and 
other confections pertaining to the A- 


_ potecarie: And in hike maner to haue re- 


die at mans delire, all kinde of delicious 


| © and delicate drinks and lickquors? as 


Milk,meid ,hony,fweert and (harp wines, 


| hypocriſe, andfined wines, with al man- 


ner of freſh retreſhing drinks, which may 
be either agreable to the mouth, or meat 


| for the ſuſtenration of mans body. As ro 


the ſenſe of (melling,it is delighted with 
pleaſant and ſweet odours : as of ſweete 


ſmelling flowers, perfumes , pretious 
ointments , goomes , and with fine 0- 


dours mixed and prepared by the Apo- 


tecars. And finally, is it not delectable 


and pleaſant ro the body of man, when 
intime of cold he 1s foſtered W ich Warm 
nes.,and in time of heat is refreſhed with 


gemperat coldneſle ? Likewiſe when his 
body 


k 


a Mn 
& * 
A _— OO I 


ne: e 
"SO % * M6 
' 6 iO 
p * . F"Y . - = mY P 
g Apt Wake in (Fae hy Y a G ro c _— * ” 
b # Mgt Pins 9d airs 0, rats "By. uh, 24 g Wy 7 © os matt, , _— 4 "ey ELD * 
” . - - s . OED, 
_ X nes 2 , 4 T © 
OS WINE RA 4 HE a a” Oe x. wan” , . A a : 
FORT ” o " , Ki; g " 
- . p Wy 4 ry . 
I 
* 
- i . % 
p 
LY 


THE FELICITIE OF © 
| bodic is annointed and refreſhed with 


balme,and with oyle, or when he is pur- 
ved and purified in the bathſtofts, or 1s 


caſed & releeved of his naturall infirmi- 


ties, by ſuch volupteous pleaſuresas are 


L natural vnto him, and talles yader the 


ſenſe of feeling? Al theſe aboue'rehearſed 
are ſenſuall and bodely pleaſures, which 
man would eſteeme a great happines, to 
inoyc alwates at his pleaſure, being very 


the ſpirit, as vato that which hath a na- 
rurall & pertit conjunRion with the bo- 
dic:For if it were {eparated from the bo- 
die, it would nor be delighted with no 


ſuch ſenſuall pleaſures. But thoſe plea- 


ſures which do chiefly content the mind, 


andinwardly rejoiceth the heart & foul 


of man, are much more excellent, and 
doeth farre exceede the pleaſures of the 


- flzſhe,indignitic and worthines. Were it 
/ not aereat contentment tothe mind,to 
haue thy body als bewtiful, and of ſcem-. + 


lie proportion as thy heart would wiſhe? 
And that thou were equall in ſtrength, 


| ſpeed, andagilicie with any other man? 


Likewile thatthon were of ſach skil and 
dexceritic atal games and exercitions of 
the body , , Uwell theſe chat are naturall, 

| ynto 


Led 


| deleRable firſt to the body, and then to. 


, 
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ento man, as intheſ&which needes art 


and inſtruction, (as ſumming, balling, 

handeling of thine armour, and others 
ſuch like) thar none were able to our- 
match thee?and therewichal ro have thy 
bewtie ever flouriſhing & never to fade, 
and thy body never ro decay,but ever ro 
remaine in perhie vigour and ſtrength? 
Moreover, wouldeſt rhou not think it a 
great felicitie, ro be ſo pregnant & quick 
of ſpirit, that nothing could ſeeme hard 
or difticil ynto thee? But that thou had(ſt 
the knowledge of all artes and ſcicnces, 

of all rongues and languages , and w ith 
_ thy knowledge to haue a facund and or- 
nate tongue tovtter the conceptions of 
thy mind? Farther,is 1t not very deleaa- 
ble ro the heart of man to hauc obrained 
a great vikory, and to haue defait the e- 
nemies of his natiue cuntrie, & brought 
the ſame to libertie and freedome by his 
owne deedes and vertue (as the ſtronge 

Sampſondid1n ſubduing the Philiſtims, 

David in ſlaying of Goliah,Tudith in kil- 
ling of Olophernes, or asthe valiant Ro 
man Cocklesdid) with grear praiſe and 
commendation of all men? It is alſo na 
litle contentment to the ſpirit, to haue 


found our a ſingular and ſubtile deviſe, 
which 
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which may bring both great pleaſure, 


and.great commoditie with ir, nor one- 
ly to the inventor thereot himſclte, but 
alſo to the whole eſtate of a common 
wealth. Wee reade that Pythagoras for 
finding out by his own ingyne & ſtudy, 
of 2 propolition of Geometrie, (which 

indeed is eſteemed to be very excellent, 
and of great vice in the M athemaricks) 
and is the 47. Propoſitioa of the firſt 
book of the Elements of Euclide: for ve- 
ry joy he came forth of his cabinet, run- 
ning, and crying with aloude voice, as 


_ thoughhe had bene tranſported: 1 haue 


found it! I haue found it! and thereafter 
made a ſolemne ſacrifice and oblation of 


2nhundreth Oxen.Sce we not alſo howe. 


great rejoycing it 1s to the heare of him 
that hath done a notable and noble aR, 
pronounced a wiſe ſentence, or made a 
cunning & ornat harangue, to the great 
admirationand praiſeof the hearers and 


beholders? And '\were #© nota pleaſant - | 


thing to be promoved by a greate Mo- 
narche, from the eſtate of a poore miſe- 

rable cotter, to the eſtate ofa welthie & 
potent L ord ,and to be received in great 
familiaritie & credite with the ſame mo- 


narche? To be ſhorr, Ithink the greateſt ' 


joyes 
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| Ss NET 6 
Joyes which man can with or imagine, , 


are theſe : To haue all thinges that the 


| heart doth require,and to lack nothing; 
To haue knowledge of all things, and ro 


be 1gnorant of nothing: To beever glad, 
and never forrowtull: To beeyer careles, 
and without feare,and never careful nor 
in dread: To be ever in pleaſure, and ne- 
uer 1n paine: To be alwaics wel content, 
and never miſcontent nor diſpleaſed: To 
be ever in ſecuritic, and never in danger: 
To be ever in peace and at reſt,and never 
troubled nor diſquieted : To beever at. 
libercie,and never in thraldome ; To be 
evcr in health and in good diſpoſition, 
and never ſick nor diſcaſed : To be ever 
in a conſtant and ſtable cſtate, and.never 
ſubje& to change nor alteration : To be 
free from all naturall infirmiries of the. 
body , and all paſsjons and perturbati- 
ons of the mind, but in ſpecial, from the 
thraldome of linne,and to haue an abſo- 
Jute power over all our affe&ions & con- 
cupiſcenſes: To be delighted with every 
thing, and never to ſce nor heare that 
thing which is grievous or diſpleaſant: 
To hate or envy no man, nor yet to bee 
hated or envied of any: But to lone and 
like all, and to be loyed and liked of all 
mens 
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men : To be honoured and eſteemed of 
all men: but 1n ſpeciall to be in the fayor 
of God, and to be reciprocklie beloved 
of them whome wee loue molt intirelte: 
and to be ſure and cerraine never to die, 
butto live for ever. Whar then of al theſe 
joies ana pleaſures? were they ever injO1- 
ed by any man, or is it poſstble that any 
man can injoy them in this life? No cer- 
tainlie, they cannot be fully injoyed {o 
long as wee dwell here vpon earth, and 
remainesin this tabernacle of fleſheand 
blood: Bur theſe are heavenly joyes, per- 
taining to the lite ro come, which all the 
faithfull ſhall vndoubredlie injoye: yea, 
and greater nor theſe alſo : For the wit 
& ingine of manis able to comprehend 
and vnderitand theſe joics beforc rehear 
ſed:Bur the perfir joy and felicitic of the 

lite ro come, paſlerh all vnderſtanding. 
But nowe, Jet vs ſee whar warrant we 
haue of the word of God againit theſe 
things,and howe the ſpirir of God doth 
certtfie ys hereof, We are firſt certified by 
the ſpirit of, God,that in che life to come 
wee (hall be exeemed from all griete and 
{orrow,ſfo that our joy and pleaſure ſhall 
not be mixcd with ſorrowes,as the plea- 


{ures ot this life are ; For the Eyangeliſt 
Iohn 
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Tohn ſaith,God ſhall wipe away al teares Reycl.z1.y 


from their eyes, and there ſhall bee no 
more death,neither ſorrow, neither cry- 
1ng,neither ſhal there be any more pain, 
for the firſt things are paſſed. The for- 
mer trobles are forgotren(ſaith the I ord 
by the mouth of the Prophet) and thall 
ſurely hide themſelues from mine etes, 
for Lo, I will create newe heavens, anda 
newe earth, and the former ſhall nor be 
remembred nor come into minde : But 
be yee glad and rejoice for ever, in the 
things which T ſhall create: For behold, 
I wil create Ieruſalem, as a rejoicing,and 
her peopleas a joy : andI will rejoice 1n 
Teruſalem,and joy in my people, and the 
voice of weeping ſhall be no more heard 


| In her,northe voiceof crying: There ſhal 


be no more there a Child of yeares, nor 
an old man that hath nor filled his dates; 
for hee that ſhall be an hnndreth yeares 
old.ihal dieas ayoung man.Farther,the 
{pirit of God to expreſle the joye of the 
life to come, compares it toa day of ma-_ 
riage, into the which Teſus Chriſt is the 
bridegrome, and his Church (that 1s to 
ſay, the number of his ele&)is called the 
bride. The Genriles (faith rhe Propher 
ſpcaking of Chriſts Church) ſhall ſee thy 

rightes 


IſaiSy.16, 


7 lair 
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Apoec, ? 9.6 


that ſhe ſhould be arrayed with pure fine | 


Apoc.z1.9 
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righteouſnes,and al kings thy glory,and | 


thou (hal be called by a new name which 


the mourh of the Lord ſhall name: Thou + 
ſhalc alſo be a crown of glory inthe hand | 
_ of the Lord, and a royall diademein the | 

hand ot thy God:Irc ſhal be no morefaid | 
vnrto thee, Forſaken , neither ſhall ir be | 


ſaid any more to thy land, deſolate: But 


thou (halt be called, Heenzee an, (that | 
is to ſay , My delighr.m her) and thy Land * 
 BevL An, or Married: For the Lord de- | 


lights in thee, and thy Land ſhall haue an 
Husband: for as a young man marietha 
Virgine; ſo ſhall thy ſonnes marrie thee: 
And asa bridegrom is glad of the bride: 


ſo thall thy God rejoice over thee. And | 


in the Apocalips,Chriſts lock ſaith, Hal- 
lelniah (chat 1s by interpretation , praiſe 
yee God) for our God Almightic hath 


raigned: Let vs be glad andrejoice,and 


giueglory to him:for the mariage of rhe 
Lambe 1s come, and his wife hath made 
her ſelte reddy: And to her was granted, 


linnen and ſhining,for the fine Linnen is 
the rtghteouſnes of the Saints: Thereaf- 
ter,the Angell of God (ſaith vnto Tohn: I 
will (hew thee the bride the Lambs wife: 
and he ſhewed me (faith Iohn) the great 

__ Cite 
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Citic holy Icruſalem (which 1s the num« © 


ber of the Ele&) deſcending out of hea- 


ven from God, having the glory of God. 


This compariſon, the ſpirit of God ma- 
keth betweene Chriſt and his Church, 
becauſe,thart like as the husband and the 


wife are made one fleſh: ſo are the faith=. 


full made one with Chriſt, by participa- 


tion of his body & blood chrough faith, 


And as the bridegrome doth procreate 


{ Children with his bride: So doth Chriſt 
procreat Children in his Church, by his 


holy ſpirit, and makes her to be plentt= 


ful in bringing forth ſonnes and daugh- 
ters to inherit his kingdome. But to re- 


rurne to the pleaſure'of the Ele& inthe 


litero come, itisallo compared to a {o- 


lemne banquet by the {piric of God. And 16i, 25.6; 
| 1n this mountaine({aith the Propher E- 


ſay){ball the Lord of hoſts make ynto all 
people a feaſt of fat things: Even a tcaſt 


of fined wines, and of fat things full of 


marrow,of wines fined and purified. And 
Saint Tohn in his Revelarion faith , 
he ſaw a pure river of water of life,clearc 


; as Chriſtal, proceeding out ot the throne 
' of G od,and of the Lambe, which is Ieſus 


| Chriſt : and oneitherc ſide of the River, 
was the tree of life, which bare twelue 


D maner 


that Rey, 23, Is 
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manner of fruites, and gaue fruice every 
moneth, and the leaues ot the tree (er- 
ved to heale the Nations wirn. Ic is alſo 
Apoc.r9.y fatde inthe Apocalips, Bleſſed are they 
that are cajled ynro the Lambes ſupper, 
Toh. 4-14. And or maiſter Chrilt ſaith, whoſoever 
drinks of the water thar IT [hall giue him, 
fhall never be more a thirit: but rhe wa- 
eer that I ſhall give him, ſhall bein him 
well of water, foringivg vp intoeverla. 
ſting life, Moreover, rhe Lord propoſeth 
to the fatthfull , all the bleſsines which 
are contained in the Lawe, and {o vnder 
temporall things comprehends the [pi= 
ritoall promiſes. They ſhall feede inthe 
1ſai.49.5. waies, fairh the Prophet, and their p-« 
© ſures ſhall bein al the tops of the hilles, 
they ſhal nor behangrie,nether (hal they 
be thirſtie, neither ſhall the heare ſmire 
them, nor the ſunne; for hee that hath 
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__nentothe (prinps of waters ſhal he drive 

Ifai. 55.1, them. Lo, faith the Lard, eyery one that 
thirſts come yetothe waters,and ye that 

haue no (ilver come buy and eat, come I 

ſay, buy wine and milke withour ſilver: 

Harken diligently vato me, and eat that 

which 1s good, and let your ſoule delight 


his 


compaſsion on them ſhal leade them e= 
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1n tatnes, Likewiſc,the Lord ſpeaking tor” | : 
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hisafflited members ſaith, O thou affli- 
ed, and tofſed wirh tempeſt, that hath 
no comtort, behold, I will lay thy ſtones 
with the Charbukle,and lay thy tounda- 


tion with Saphires, and I will make thy 


windowes of Emeraudes, and thy gate 
ſhining (tones, and all thy bordours of 
pleſanrt ſtones. And for the tarther com« 
tort of his ele&, hee procceds and faith; 
All thy Children ſhall be taught of the 
Lord, & much peace (hal be tothy Chil. 
dren: In rightcouſnes (hall thou be eſta- 
bliſhed, and be tar from oppreſs1on, tor 
thou (halr not fteareit; and from fearc, 


Fi 
Iſai. 5 4.11; 


for it thall nor come neere thee: For the Nalyaan? 
montains thal remoue, and the hills thal x, 


fal downe, but my mercy (hal not depart 
from thee, neither ſhall che covenant of 
my peace fall away, ſaith the Lord, that 
hath compaſs1on on thee: This 15 the he- 
ritage of the Lords ſervants, and theic 
righreouſnes is of me, ſaith the Lord, 
And inſiſting in the conſolation of his 
Charch;this faith the Lord ro1t: Where- 


4s thou haſt bene forſaken and hated, ſo 1ſai. 60.38 


that no man went by thee, I will make. 
thee an eternal glory,and a joy from ge- 


neration to generation : Thou thaltalſo 
ſuck the milk of the Gentiles , and ſuck 


the 
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the breſts of kings:and thou ſhalt know, 
thar I the Lord am thy Saviour, and thy 
redeemer,the mightie one of Iacob: For 
brafſe wil I bring gold,and tor yron will 
Ibring lilver; and for wood, braſle; and 
for (tones,yron:T will alſo make thy gar- 
ment peace, and thy exactors rightcouſl- 


nes: Violence (hal be no more heard off - 


in thy land, neither deſolation, nor de- 
{truction within thy borders : Bur thou 
ſhale call alvarion thy walles, and praiſe 
thy gates : Thou thalt hane no more the 
Sunne to ſhine by day, n.ither ſhall che 
brightnes of che Moane thine vnto thee: 
For the Lord hall be thine everlaſting 
light, and thy God thy glory, thy Sunne 
ſhal never go downe, neither thy Moone 
be hid, for the Lord thall be thy everla- 
ſting light,and rhe daies of thy ſorrowes 
thall be ended: Thy people alto ſhal be al 
righteous, they (hal poſſeſſe the land tor 
ever: The graittc of my planting ſhall be 
_ the work of my hands, that I may be glo- 
rihed. Moreover,the Lord by the mouth 
of the Prophet comforts his Ele&, and 
threatneth the wicked, in theſe wordes: 


Ifai.s.1;. Behold my ſervants ſhall ear,and ye ſhall 


be hungrie : Beholde,my ſeruants ſhall 
drink,and ye (hall be thirttie: Behold, my 
ſervants 
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ſervants ſhal rejoice,and ye (hall be aſha- 
med : Behold, my ſervants ſhall {ing tor 
Joy of heart, and yee ſhal cry for ſorrowe 
of heart, and ſhall howle for vexation of 
mind, and yee ſhall leane your name asa 
curſe vnto my choſen: For the Lord God 
ſhall ſlay you, and call his ſervants by a- 
nother name: He that ſhall bleſle in the 
earth _ſha] bleſſe himſelfin the true God, 
& he that (weares in the earth, ſhal ſwear 
by the true God. Theſe are hevenly con- 


ſolations and promiſes,which are partly 


begunne in this life, bur ſhall not be tul- 
lie accompliſhed while the life ro come: + - 


Wherevpon the fairhfull lock of Chriſt 
takes occaſion to rejoice, and is prophe- 


fied ro burſt out in theſe wordes : 1will 174i 6;,ro, 


greatly rejoice in the Lord, and my ſonle 


| thall be joyfull in my God: For hce hath 
| clothed me with the garments of ſalva- 


tion, and covered me with the robe of 


| Tighteouſnes: He hath decked me like a 
: bridegrome, and asa bride attyrcth her 
| ſelfe wirh her jewells : For as the earth 


brings forth her budde, and as the Gar- 


! dencauſes to growe that which is ſowne 
! init: So the Lord God will cauſe righte- 
: onſnes togrowe, and praiſe before the 
{ Heathen. But foraſmuch,as the pleaſures 


2 of 
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+ il of the ſoul, & contentment of the mind, 

| might appear more tmaginarie,nor ſub- 
it _ ſRtanriall , where they fall not vnder the 
'* if outward ſenſes, and where the body is 
| not made participant thereof: For the 
ſoul is but a ſpirit, and 1s delighted with 
ſpirituall rhings; neither can ir be rejoi- 
ced, or yet troubled with things ſenſuall 
or corporall, being free from the bands 


UE ITE ITS ASS GEE FIT). 2 15%, 


i | of the fleſhe. Thereforeto the effe& thou 
F may the berrer conce1ue, & have a more 
| oh ſenſible feeling'of the joyes of thelifero 
I; if come; I wil affure thee, that not only the * 


| ſoules and ſpirits of the Ele& hal rejoice | 
| {ob. 19.26 and be delighted with ſpiritual pleſures; 
1 _  bnt allo the bodies ſhall bee delighred 
a with bodily and ſenſual pleaſures, which 
{ falles vnder thefenſes:In reſpeR,the bo- 
| 1.Coer. 15 . die ſhal riſe againe from Fo. the foule 
| 52. Or ſpirit ſhall enter againe therein, and 
reallieand with effe&, both the oule & ? 
Mat.25: the ſenſes ſhall bedelighted : albeit nor | 
4%. with ſuch naturall & corruptible things, | 
(leaſt any man ſhould dreame ſuch an vn | 
perfice deleation) as that where with | 
our mortall bodies are delighred in this | 
life: bur with heavenly and incorruptt. } 
ble things, like as our bodies ſhall then ! - 
be incorruptible and immortall, Andler } + 

p Nd 
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10 man think, that arthe day of the re- 
,urrection , any of vs ſhall reſume a fan- 
:aſtical body, of an other forme & thape 
nor that which we haue nowe: bur a ve- 
ry corporal and ſubſtantial body, which 
may be (eene and felr,having all the ſen- 
ſes in greater quicknes, and perfe&tion 


$5 


[7 


ror it hatch chen in this lite; bur tree al- 


waies, from ſuch tragilitie and naturall 
Infi-mitcs, wherevnto the mortall body 
1s ſubje&. For looke in what maner and 
with whar body our Saviour Tefus Chriſt 
roſe againe from death , which after his 
reſurretion(bur before his aſcention, 8& 
full glorification) was ſcene and knowne 
by his Diſciples , converſed with them, 
and was griped by his Diſciple Thomas? 
In like maner, and with the like bodies 
ſhall hee raiſe vs vp againe at the latter 
day: And when we {hall be glorified, our 
bodies (hall not be hinderfull vnto the 
aRions of the ſpirir, nor a faſh2ous pri. 
ſon vnto it,as the body is in this lite: but 
it thal be a pleaſant tabernacle, and a ne- 
ceſſaric organe vato the ſpirite, reddy to 
yeeld and obey itin all the offices and 
funRions therot: In ſuch fort, that where 
the ſpirit ſhall deſire to be,the body jhall 
be tranſported with it, as ſwift as the 
thought, 


lohn.2s, 
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thought, withour any reſiſtance: So tha: 
in all our actions, we thal be like vnto the 


Angells and celeſtiall bodies. Our eye; 


then, I ſay,ſhall bedelighted with behol- 
ding of things bewrifull, our cares with 
hearing of heavenly ſounds and harmo- 
ny, our taiſt with ſuch celeſtiall and An- 
gellike foode as ſhall be agreable therc- 
vnto;our noſtrells with ſmelling of plea- 
ſantand dele&able od ours;and our ſenſe 
of tecling, with feeling of all kind of vo- 


Jupteouns and perfite pleaſure: my reaſon *' 


1s this, becauſe we ſhal have a perfit ſight 
of the face of God, and the full fruition 
of his divine Majeſtic, which 1s the con- 
ſummation & perfeion of al pleaſures. 
For he that ſeeth the face of God, ſeeth 


eminently, and after a moſt excellent 
maner, the beyrie and perte&tion of all | 


his Crearares : becauſe from him they 
receine all their bewtie and pertecton. 


Therefore, by necefſarie conſequence,in : 
injoying the majeſtie of God the Crea- | 


tor, we ſhal alſo injoy through him & in 


him , all the pleaſures which can be ta- | 
ken of any Creature which the Lorde ! 


hath made, either living or withour life. 


What thing vpon earth is comparablero | 


the majeſtic and throne of God, which | 
Tohn 
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fohn ſaw by Rer -ation?He thatſate vp- 

on the throne ({auh he) was to looke vp= 
on, like vnto alaſper {tone, & a Sardine, 

and there wasa Rainbowe round abour 
the throne, in ſight like ro an Emerande; 
and out ofthe throne proceeded lighte- 
nings, and thunderings, and voices; and 
there were ſcene Lamps of fyre burning 
before the throane, which are the ſeaven 


ſpirits of God. Thereſt of the deſcripti- 


on thereof, for brevirie I omit, and re- 
mirsthe Readertothe place it (elt where 
it is deſcribed. And did not the whole 
people of Iſraell ſee with their corporal! 
eics,and heare with their cares, thunde- 
rings and lightenings, and a thick cloud 
vpon mount Sinay, and the ſounde of a 
trumpet excceding loude, ſo that they 
were all afraide ? And did they not ſee 
mount Sinay al on a ſmoke, & the ſmoke 
thereof, aſcending as the ſmoke of a for- 
nace, becauſe the Lord came downe vp- 
onitinfyre, and the mount trembling 
exceedinglic >? Likewiſe, Moſes, Aaron, 
Nadab, and Abihu, and ſeventie of the 
Flders of Iſracll ſaw a part of the M1je- 
ſtieof God, onely in fo farre, as their in- 
| firmitie and weaknes was able to beare: 
And ynder his feet they ſaye as it were, a 
WOTrke 
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worke of a Saphire ſtone,and asthe very 
heaven when ir 15 cleare. And did not the 
Skinne of the face of Moſes thine brighc, 
atterthat God had talked with him, 1 

ſuch fort thar the Iſraclites were affraide 
to come neere him?Howe then ſhall wee 


Exod. 3 4. 
29. 


ſhine thar ſhall behold him face to face, 


and 1njoye his preſence for ever? Surely, 
in beholding the bewtic of his glorious 
face, we ſhall be made beweifull: And in 
1njoying the preſence of his Majeſtic, we 
ſhall allo injoy all theſe joyes and plea- 
ſures preſently expreſſed , and beſides 
them many other greater, which as the 
Apoltle ſaith, It is not poſsible to the wit 
and roung >f man to veter and declare. 
We (hall be filled with al vertue and per- 
fetion,we ſhall be h&althie, wee ſhall be 
ſtrong, wee ſhall be joyfull 2nd g glad, wee 
ſhall haue perfit contentment, we (hal be 
aſlured and in perfic ſecuritie, we ſhall be 
wile,we {hall be patient, we e ſhall be con- 
ſtan ,we ſhall be charitable, wee ſhall be 
holy,welhall be glorious, All our ations 
deſires, tudies,and imaginations ſhal be 
200d, and we ſhull not haue ſo much as 
an intention. or inclination vnro evill, 


Ap2c.zr.p, Tobeſhort,as iris promiſed inthe Apo- 


lips, we {hal inhcric all things,the Lord 
ſhall 
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THE LIFE TO COME. 


ſhal be our God,and we ſhal be his ſons. 
Aud as the Propher Danicl ſaith, we (hal 
ſhine as the brightnes ot the firmament; 

and they that tarne many to righteouſ- 
nes, {hal ſhine as the ſtarres tor ever and 


| ever. Wee (hall recejue acrowne of righ- 
\. teouſnes (as ſaint Paul ſatch) which the 


Lord the righteous Tudge ſhall give at 
that day, to all them that loues his ap- 
pearing. ee ihall {ing theleprailes and 
newe ſonges, which lohn heard by Re- 
velation: Holy,holy, holy Lord God Al. 

nnghtie, which was, and which is, and 
which is to come: Thou arc worthic (O 
Lord)to receive glory and honour, and 
power: For thou hait created all things, 
and for thy wills ſake they are, and haue 
bene creared. Itzm,worthic 1s the Lamb 
that was killed, to recctne-power,and ri- 
ches,and w — and ſtrength,and ho- 
nour,and glory,& praiſe; Praile,and ho- 
nour, and olory, and power be vnto him 
that (irs vpon the throne, and vnro the 


| Lambefor ever more. Wee ſhall alſo ſing 


the ſonge of Moſes, and the ſonge of the 


thy works, Lord God Almighrtie,juſt and 
true are thy waies, King of Saints: Who 


ſhall nor feare thee ,0 Lord, and os 
thy 
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Dan.12.3 


2,Tim. 4.8 


Reve].4.8, 


13, 


Rev. 5.1, 


Lambe,ſaying: Great and marvelous are Rev. 15.3: 
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\ Apoc.rg.1 


THE FELICITIE OF 


thy Name?for thou onely art holy,and al 
Natious ſhall come and worlhip betore 
thee: tor thy judgments are made mant- 
feſt. We ſhall ſing Hallel-niah, hallel-uiah, 

ſalvation, and olory, and honour, and 
power beto the Lord our God:For true 


and righteous are his judgements. Thus | 


much concerning the pleſures which we 
ſhall injoy in the life tro come. 
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Of the Permanence of febe world to come. 


I T reſts now,that we ſpeake ſomewhat | 
concerning the time and ſpace, howe | 


long the heavenly dwelling place, the 


company,and the pleaſures toreſaid ſhal | 


1ndure.To augment our joy and felicitic 


itisro be vnderſtood that, that celeſtiall 
dwelling,that bleſſed ſocietie,and thoſe 
ineſtimable pleaſures ſhall never take an 
end: but (hall indure eternally, without 
ny limitation of time: Forit1s called a 

!efed immortalitic, and an everlaſting 


wa $0 that ten thouſand years,or thou- | 
ſand millions of years, hath notſo great |} 
a proportion with thelength thereof, as | 


a moment of time harh with chouſande 
millioris of ycarecs : For ſo much, as no 
Prolixl- 


ad al 
tore 
201 


and 
true 
'hus 
1 We | 


THE LIFE TO COME. 


prolixitic of time, can approch in any 
wiſe to the bounds or end thereof : For 
the life everlaſting,is withont bounds or 
end whatſ{ocuer. I ſuppoſc,-thart if any 
Prince or potent man vpon earth, which 
lives welthelie and well, could be certi- 
fied that he ſhuld continue in that eſtate, 
and ſhould line and not ſee death vnto 
the end of the worlde : Iſuppoſe (1 ſay) 
| that albeit the pleaſures and proſperitie 
| of this lite be mixed with innumerable 
ſorrows &griets:Nevertheles,he ſhould 
 reJoyce therein exceedingly , and count 
| himlelf happy abouc al other men. How 
much more then ought wee to rejoyce, 
| which ſhall dwell in that celeſtiall king- 
| dome, accompanied with the ſaints,with 
the holy Angels, and withthe Father, 
 Sonne,and holy C hoſt? And ſhall injoye 
all the pleaſures aboue rehearſed, and 
| more nor the wit of markisableto de- 
' viſe, and ſhall liue and continue in that 
eſtate withour diminiſhing, intermiſs1ong 
or alteration thereof for ever and ever? 
 O felicitic aboue all fclicities ! the hope 
! whereof , cauſes the faithfull ro ſuffer 


7 prear things, makes their extreame pains 


| to appear bur gentle & {mall,and makes 


| the heart to ſpring for joy with the very 
remem- 
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THE FELICITIE OF ' 
remembrance thercof. O (weere Teſus 


_ Chriſt, when ſhall we be made partakers 


' ſee the glory v 


of that pronmſcd felicirie? When thall we 


acaine,Lord,and at thy appearing in the 
cloudes: Come then; ſweet Saviour,for 
welook and long for thy comming, and 
deliverance. Thy tle members are grie- 
vouſhe atticed , rhey figh and ſob Gaily 


_ ynderthy croſle,and werieth of the yoke 


and burdenotfinne: Thine enemies re- 
Jjoyce and perſecutes thy litle lock, they 
haue taken a liberty,they delight in wic- 
kednes, and followes the lults and affe- 
Rions of their own hearts: becauſe they 


elteeme the day of thy comming to be} 


which thou haſt with thy | 
Father? Doubrles, even at thy comming | 


farre off, they attend ic not, but cſteems | 


thee flowe & ſlack, like vnto \ themſelves. | 


Thou beholdeſt theſe thinges, O Lord, 


Make haſt therefore, and pur end to the| 
troubles of thy ſervants, and to the rage} 
and inſolencie of Cathan., and of all his 
ſuppoſts,that we may dw ellwith thee in ; 


thy holy montaine,Jauding and praiſing 
thee, thy Father,and the holy ſpirit,in e- 
tcrnall vnitic, wich all k inde of heavenly 
praiſe, for ever and ever, world 
withourtend fn Amev(' 5 


ESIT1S, 


